
AP Chem 2016/2017 

 
 



[Type here] 
 

 
 
Significant Figure Rules 
1) Nonzero digits are always significant. 
2) Zeroes are sometimes significant, and sometimes they are not. 

a) Zeroes at the beginning of a number (used just to position the decimal point) are never significant. 
b) Zeroes between nonzero digits are always significant. 
c) Zeroes at the end of a number that contains a decimal point are always significant. 
d) Zeroes at the end of a number that does not contain a decimal point may or may not be significant. 

3) Exact numbers can be considered as having an unlimited number of significant figures. This applies to defined quantities. 
4) In addition and subtraction, the last digit retained in the sum or difference is determined by the position of the first 

doubtful digit. 
5) In multiplication and division, an answer contains no more significant figures than the least number of significant figures 

used in the operation. 


